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REUNION...
man leaving for Louisiana and 
John heading for California.

John was 11 years old when 
he and the other children were 
made wards of the State. He 
was 16 when he ran away to 
California.

Varied Treatment
He has vivid recollection of 

both the Duncan farm-and Mrs. 
 Splinter's home where he stayed 
befort going to the farm. He 
remembers them because of 
their strong contrast.

"She was nothing but good­ 
ness," Gardner reflected in ref­ 
erence to Mrs. Splinter. "The 
home ' atmosphere, the church 
services, the friendship, the love 
and kindness that were given 
and given free ... I aquired 
something there which I always 
loved."

Life on the Duncan farm, on 
the other hand, was austere. 
The boys had to do a full man's 
Job in a d d i t i o^n to going to 
school. They were ruled with 
stern discipline and sometimes 
beaten and sent to bed without 
their meals.

Gardner worked as a cook in 
Ventura till 1941. There in 1938 
he met Beth, who is now his 
wife.

"He was always so clean look­

ing and BO nice in appearance," 
Mrs. Gardner recalled. "He was 
quiet and serious and he liked 
my family which meant a lot." 

Served With Patton
Despite an attack of polio 

from which he recovered, Gard­ 
ner entered the army, participa­ 
ting among some of the grim­ 
mest fighting of World War II. 
He was an artillery man hand 
ling a 155 mm cannon with 
Patton's Third Army, a fact of 
which he is quite proud.

Soon after the war, he and 
his wife settled in Torrance, 
where Gardner went to work 
for National Supply.

"I think a lot of National. I 
have a good job and they're 
good to me. When this TV in­ 
vitation came up they even let 
me take my vacation a month 
early," Gardner said gratefully. 

Lost Track of Family
Gardner had lost track of his 

youngest three sisters over the 
years because the orphange at 
which they had stayed would 
not divulge their whereabouts. 
Gardner finally gave up trying 
to find out where they lived.

He did know, however, where 
his brother and his other three 
sisters were. One of his sisters 
came out to visit him last year. 
She was the only one of his 
brothers and sisters whom Gard­ 
ner had actually seen again

TORRANCE BUYER'S GUIDE 
Oma's Liquor > Delicatessen

Dairy Products - Groceries 
0 Unusual Foods 0

1954 W. Carson. Open 8 a.m. to 2 a.m. FA 8-01'

BAKER'S T.V. & APPLIANCE
T.V.

Admiral
RCA - QE

Philco
Croclcy

Washer A Dryer

Frlgidalr*
Blackston*

Bendix .

REFRIQ.
Frigldair*

Crosley
Philco

Admiral

1344 El Prado Torrance

RANGE 
Gaff«rt Battle* 
Western Holly

Roper 
Elec. Ranges

FA. 8-6606

Torr. Cycle and Sports Shop
COMPLETE LINE OF ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT

RODS - REELS - GUNS and TACKLE
Mercury Motort - Schwinn Bicyclei - Locks Keys

REPAIRING OF ALL KINDS

1421 Marcelina - Torrance - FA. 8-6912

PARRISH STATIONERS
OFFICE OUTFITTERS

Globe-Wernlcke Furniture - Royal Typewriter* 
Portable Typewriters - All Makes   Electric Shaven

1423 Marcelina - Torrance   FA. 8-6074 

VAN J MATTRESS & UPHOLSTERING
CUSTOM BUILT FURNITURE OF ALL KINDS
UPHOLSTERING - DRAPERIES - CORNICES

FOAM RUBBER MATTRESSES

2083 Torranee Blvd. - Torrance - FA. 8-3352

TOP HAT CLEANERS
WE OPERATE OUR OWN PLANT

OPEN 8 A.M. to 6 P.M. CLOSED SUNDAY
FREE PICKUP and DELIVERY

2218 Torrance Blvd. - Torrance - FA. 8-2713

WE BUY AND SELL
2nd TRUST DEEDS

Make NEW Real Estate LOANS
R. A. OWENS_____________FA. 8-2300

BURKE'S BARGAIN SPOT
p A p V Complete Line of "Baby Line" and 
DMD I "Th*yer". Strollers   Carriages   

Potty Chain   Rockers   Folding
CIIDKJITIIDP G * tri   p '«y Pent   Trykea   
I~WI\I^I I VIYE W*rjon«   Etc. All At Bargains I

2113 Torrance Blvd. at Cravent   FA. 8-0596

PLATT T-V SALES
NEW C.B.S. COLUMBIA T.V. 

ci....out SPECIAL PRICES
1000 Records ON NEW 24" and 27" 8ET$ 

19C tO 39C MANY SMALLER
21" SETS ON HAND 

34*09 NARBONNI AVI., LOMITA

Record 
Playtrs

DA. *-*313

Rtady Made or Custom Made Picture Frames

NAIR'S PICTURE SHOP
FRAMED PICTURES and PRINTS   OIL PAINTINGS 

  Mats Cut to Order  

1975 Carson St. - Torrance FA. 8-7728

TOP HAT CLEANERS
1651 LOMITA BLVD.

WE OPERATE OUR OWN PLANT 
Open 8 A.M. To 6 P.M.   Closed Sunday

DAvtnport 6-2252 Harbor City, Calif.

SWIFT BROS. SHELL SERVICE

SPECIALIZED NIGHT LUBRICATION
Complete Line Of

ACCESSORIES   TIRES   BATTTERIE8 
IMS W. PACIFIC COAST HIGHWAY at WESTERN AVE.

DAvenport 6-2252 Harbor City, Calif.

PAINT THEM YOURSELF AND SAVE !
Quality Furniture That You Can Finish Yourself. Furniture For
Every Room In Your Home. With These Quality Products We
Give You Free Expert Advice to Obtain the Finleh You Desire

COMPLETE UPHOLSTERING SERVICE
EASY TERMS IF DESIRED

H & H UPHOLSTERY

after they were orphaned, until 
this year's reunion.

The reunion was a complete 
surprise to one of the sisters, 
Mrs. Pete (Helen > Churitch of 
Chicago, Illinois. Starred on 
"Welcome Travelers," she ap* 
pearcd with the understanding 
that she was only to tell her 
own life story as a nurse.

The roster of family names 
now reads as .follows: Mrs. Vir­ 
gil (EthylJ Trotter, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, housewife, 
mother of two; John H. Gard­ 
ner, Torrance; Herman E. Gard­ 
ner, Jackson, Mississippi, lost 
the lower part of his left arm 
during the war, now Is dis­ 
charge clerk with VA, married, 
two children; Mrs. Pete (Helen) 
Churitch, Chicago, Illinois, 
three children, formerly nurse; 
Mrs. Ruby Hurly, Forest, Park, 
Illinois, receptionist, one son; 
Mrs. Marv (Betty) Jacobs, Ore­ 
gon, Illinois; Mrs. Gene (Betty) 
Abeln, St. Louis, Missouri, two 
children; Mrs. BilK Gladys) 
Seggerson, Lombard, Illinois.

In looking back, Gardner is 
proud and grateiul at the way 
life has been good to him and 
his brothers and sisters. 

Guiding Influence
Asked what guided him 

through his early years, he 
said,

"I've always felt that there is 
a right and a wrong way, and 
when we do the wrong things, 
we feel sorry. You have to live 
cleanly and honestly, and if 
that isn't the case, you can learn 
to, and if it. is the case, you can 
protect, it.

"I know I was an orphan. 
I've ajways felt the loss. There's 
nothing like family ties," he 
concluded wistfully.

But apparently his sister, 
Helen, summed up everyone's 
feelings and their present hap­ 
piness when she said,

"Isn't it surprising fhat there 
is so much affection, between 
all of us after 20 years?"

OIL...

24303 Narbonne - Lomita
Open Friday Eves.

DA. 6-2020

(Continued from Pajre 1)

nine months and can truthfully 
say that the wells close by have 
never boen pumping oil," an­ 
other letter signed by three 
families stated.

On th^ opposite side were 
two petitions carrying com­ 
bined toial of 35 signatures.

They called for a "workable 
agreement" between the city, 
t'he residents, and the oilmen.

"We purchased property in 
the oil field for many reasons. 
Among thorn for acreage and 
the right of raising poultry . . . 
If ... the oilmen are forced 
out of business, our privileges 
will also go .... If vvr. as resi­ 
dents, and the oilmen concerned 
can agree, who then has to be 
satisfied?" »

The other petition, signed by 
a number of oilmen, stated.

"We CANNOT continue 
operation if the proposed ordi­ 
nance is passed."

It was pointed out that t'he 
oilmen spend thousands of dol­ 
lars annually on safety precau­ 
tions and taxes to the city.

BONDS . . .
(Continued from Page 1)

ary schools and two high 
schools in operation by 1955-56. 
housing over 15,000 students. 

Previous Bond
This program, w!?ich started 

In 1947, was supported as fol­ 
lows:

Four bonds issues: 1947, $1,- 
504.000; 19.50, $2.000,000; 1952, 
$.1.000,000. 1954. $3,000,000.

Plus $1,500,00 Federal funds; 
$5000,000. operating budget.

Total $11,504,000.
20 MORE SCHOOLS

The proposed $10 million 
bond issue would provide Tor 
ranee with the following: 18 
more elementary schools, and 
one or possibly two high 
schools.

The Torrance scjhool district 
now has a student enrollment 
of 15,000. Another 15,000 stu­ 
dents are expected by 1960.

The proposed bond issue has 
been endorsed by the Torrance 
Board of Education, Torrance 
Industries Tax Committee, Tor­ 
rance Educational Advisory 
committee, Torrance Chamber 
of Commerce, Torrance Herald, 
Torrance Council of Parents 
and Teachers, Torrance City 
Council, General Petroleum 
and the Torrnnce Press.

BRICK PIT ...
(Continued from Page 1)

reconsideration of the matter 
when a number of protests 
were raised.

.laok K. White, vice-presi­ 
dent of the North Torrance 
Civic aJMKwIation, declared 
that property values would go 
down If the brick pit were 
perm! I ted to continue II* op­ 
erations.
Twelve cities In this area 

banned such operations, he said, 
and urged that Torrance do 
likewise.

A number of letters were 
read from residents protesting 
additional digging in the pits.

The Torrance Board of Edu­ 
cation also went on record op­ 
posing the expansion of the dig­ 
ging operations because an ele­ 
mentary school is to be built 
nearby.

GRAVEL FIRM...
(Continued from Page 1)

quest and not the Torrance 
Sand and Gravel firm which is 
simply leasing the land, Ander- 
son said.

A number of petitions bear­ 
ing numerous signatures for 
and against the proposed opera­ 
tion were received.

Anderson claimed that it 'was 
presumptuous of the firm to 
have laid the foundation for the 
hopper already without await­ 
ing final approval of fhc opera­ 
tion, even though the present 
hopper would only be used for 
a sand storage place. 

Demand*
His clients will not be satis­ 

fied unless the proposed hop­ 
per is either denied or placed 
out of sight so it will not be 
visible from Pacific Coast high­ 
way, Anderson said.

He claimed that the company 
on repeated occasions in the 
past has not kept faith with 
certain conditions which were 
imposed unless pressure was 
brought to bear on it.

Mayor Albert Isen, while not 
indicating his feelings for or 
against the matter at this time, 
stated that the original vari­ 
ance to operate the firm grant­ 
ed in 1948 carried no formal 
conditions.

The city is thus in a position 
where The city cannot legally 
remedy some of the problems 
created by the firm.

Agreement Cited
Mrs. Bessie Sloneckor of the 

Walteria Civic association, as 
well as William Camoron, re­ 
marked that the firm did agree 
at that time to shield all its 
operations and to keep them on

SOWLE
(Continued from rage 1)

The Management club and the 
Employees' club.

Surviving are his widow, 
Dorothy; two daughters, Mrs. 
Marilyn Bean, of San Lorenzo, 
and Beverly, a student at Tor­ 
rance High School; his mother, 
Mrs. Dora Moore Sowle, and a 
sister, Mrs. Jo Smith, both of 
San Fernando Valley, and two 
grandchildren.

Masonic services to be held 
at Stone and Myers.

EL PRADO...
(Continued from Page 1)

the Chamber of Commerce had 
asked the Council for an opin­ 
ion on the feasibility of the 
parking area.

Councilman ' Mervin Schwab 
cirticized the association for 
acting in an official capacity 
before first clearing with the 
board of directors of the Cham­ 
ber of Commerce.

Schwab stated that the asso­ 
ciation, as part of the Chamber, 
should have first cleared its ac­ 
tion with the board.

the other side of the hill.
This agreement was made 

conditional to the granting of 
the original variance, they stat­ 
ed.

"You will strangle the firm's 
operation," Mr. McLaughlin, at­ 
torney for Sand and Gravel,

told the council, "if you restrict 
the company from operating the 
way others operate. There is no 
justifiable reason to prohibit 
it."

Anderson pointed out that the 
presence of the cement mixing

plant will lower the value of the j Winlock and those interested 
residential property and be ajin opposing the proposal of the
menace to the health, welfare, 
and safety of the residents, thus 
working a hardship on the resi­ 
dents.

A meeting of the residents on

Sand and Gravel firm will be 
held this coming Tuesday at 
8:30 p.m. at the home of Lee 
O'Mally. 2942 Winlock, accord­ 
ing to William Cameron.

ForcUs lower price 
lets you buy 

the works"!
Because Ford is priced hundreds of dollars below 

other fine cars, you can have conveniences like

Fordomatic, power steering, power brakes, 
power windows or a 4-way power front seat 

with the money you save!*

Cnn YOU imt, il**r, itap iof»/y' 
O»ck yaur ear . . . chtck f

Master-Guide Pouvr Steering
lets you park up to 75% easier

You ease your Ford into 
or out of tight parking 
spaces with far U»» effort. 
Unlike many power steer- 
Ing system*, Master-Guide 
leaves you with a natural 
"feel" of steerina . . . yet 
assists you the moment 
you need extra "muscle* 
for turning or parking.

Swift Sure Power Brakes let
you stop up to 14 easier

You travel more relaxed! 
.. . arrive mere refreshed. 
And Ford's suspended 
brake pedal makes stop* 
ping even easier.

Power-Lift Windows let driver
regulate all 4 windows

And there's a separate 
control at each window 
for Individual passenger 
convenience. From the 
driver's seat you can set 
each window just as yen 
want it with a touch M 
the control.

4-Way Poiver Seat gives exact
seat adjustment

A sing'e control moves the 
front teat forward er 
back, up or down, for the 
exact height and leg room 
you want. It's the only 4- 
way seat In Ford's field.

^ 

*Ba»td upon a comparison nf manufacturer*' 
tuggrttttilitt or factory dtintrtd pric«»

You can profit from the experience of 
thousands of former medium-priced- 
car buyers who have made the switch 
to Ford. For one thing, you can enjoy 
as they do Ford's many truly fine- 
car features and, with the money you 
save, buy the fine-car power conven­ 
iences of your choice.

Whichever of Ford's 16 models you 
prefer, you get the years-ahead styling

of the Thunderbird. Rich Luxury 
Lounge interiors offer you the last word 
in interior decor. You'll be, far ahead in 
"go," too, with Ford's reassuring 
Trigger-Torque power. And wherever 
you go, on boulevard or back road, 
Ford's exclusive Angle-Poised ride 
smooths the way.

Try Ford and you'll agree . . . you 
can pay more but you can't buy better!

New Speed-Trigger Fordomatic
for automatic driving at its best

Now, for extra-fast speed- 
trigger starts, just preu 
the accelerator to the toe- 
board and you flash away 
in "low." Fordomatic auto­ 
matically shifts you inte> 
intermediate gear then t» 
direct all while the sele«> 
tor lever is set at "Drive.*

VACATION IDEA . . . VISIT FORD ROTUNDA!

Showp/oce of rfie Avfo Inc/utfry * Pearborn, Michigan

Ford THB NEW BEST SILLER I SELLS MORE BECAUSE IT'S WORTH MOREI

OSCAR MAPLES, INC.
1420 CABRILLO AVENUE YOUR FORD DEALER

TV, FORD THEATRE, KRCA (4) THURS., 9:30 P.M.,
FA. 8-5014

World's Most Wonderful Washer****

finest  he IMPERIAL
plus

53 PIECE 
STETSON
DINNER SET

CDCC OF EXTRA 
  IxCC COST

WITH EITHER WASHER OR DRYER 

FOR AS LOW AS

IMPERIAL Washer .... $3.25 per week 

IMPERIAL Dryer, Elec. . . $2.65 per week 

COMBINATION ...... $5.99 per week

Just Think of it...
the magnificent Whirlpool IMPERIAL finest home 
laundry there is in your home, this week! Finished 
in Lifetime Porcelain, with beautiful Guide Lite Con­ 
trol panel. King-size capacity, plus such exclusive 
features as
  SUDS-MISER savtt Vj en soap and wafer

  7 RINSES most thorough rinsing known

  GERMICIDAL LAMPS Sanitli«s your clothw

Whirlpool IMPERIAL: .rated first in washability by 
the nation's largest washer research laboratory. Also 
named the wassher of leasst repairs, on records of 
New York's leading service firms. See it today, at 
your dealers below.

FREE
FRUIT
DISH
nothing to buy
Your Whirlpool Dealer listed below has a Free Fruit 
Dish for you, when you come in to see the Whirlpool 
IMPERIAL demonstrated; no obligation.

BONN'S
FURNITURE-TELEVISION-APPLIANCES

CLARK SQUARE 
101 Highway & Hawthorne Blvd., Walteria FR. 5-7614

 


